RISE followed a clear funnel methodology - from
early ideas to mature investments - through:
Tailored coaching and mentoring (50+ sessions)
Cross-regional matchmaking events
Business model support and investor readiness
Engagement of SMEs from Less Developed
Regions
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ABOUT RISE

The RISE project has strengthened cross-regional
cooperation and investment readiness among
European SMEs, supporting the development of
15 mature innovation cases aligned with EU
industrial and cohesion policy objectives.
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Bridging regional innovation gaps across Europe.

Funded by the Interregional
Innovation Investments (13) Instrument.
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MEET OUR RISE CHAMPIONS

These 15 cases represent the heart of RISE:
Real SMEs, real technologies, real impact - proving that
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Over two years, partners from
8 EU countries supported 97

The RISE project has connected 15 leading SMEs and innovation actors across Europe - from Portugal, Spain, Italy, Slovenia companies from 20 countries,

to Finland and Bulgaria - turning local expertise into cross-regional investment opportunities. transforming innovative ideas into

These mature cases showcase how hands-on coaching, strategic matchmaking, and interregional collaboration can transform '
early ideas into market-ready solutions. market-ready investment cases.

Together, they represent the future of European value chains - combining digital innovation, circular bioeconomy, and
advanced manufacturing to strengthen industrial resilience and sustainability across regions.



